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“‘What in me is dark 
Illumine, what is low raise and support ; 
That to the height of this great argument 
I may assert Eternal Providence, 
And justify the ways of God to men.”—MILTon. 


“Fooled with Hope, men favour the deceit.” —DRryYDEN. 
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To guard against a charge of misguotation tt is necessary to 
state that the“ Ninth Edition” of “ Eternal Hofe” ts that to 
which reference is made in this book. The“ Ninth” contains 
two Prefaces: the first ts that“ To the Ninth Thousand,” the 
second ts ** Preface to the FIRST Edition.” Butin the “ Ninth” 
this second ts NOT the “ Preface to the First Edition,” is NOT 
EVEN “‘¢o the Seventh” —from both it materially differs in having 
important paragraphs eliminated, and new paragraphs inserted. 
In the Seventh Edition this Preface is headed thus : “ Preface ;” 
in the Ninth Edition tt is headed, “PREFACE TO THE FIRST 
EDITION ;” so that, after all the alterations made therein, tt ts 
knowingly entitled as named. This is most unusual. “I will 

Sorbear to characterise his conduct’* in so doing, but I must 
ask the reverend Canon to reconcile his statement with his 
positive knowledge of the facts. 


* See page 84. 
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CHAPTER iif. 


Copy OF CORRESPONDENCE WITH THE REY. 


CANON FARRAR ; : : f - ake 


“ Sapping a solemn creed with solemn snecrs.” 
BYRON. 


“ Knaves are men 
That lute and flute fantastic tenderness, 
And dress the victim to the offering up, 
And paint the gates of Hell with Paradise.” 
TENNYSON. 


“ Defenders of the Ancient Faith, 
Good Doctors where are they? 
* Who kept God’s perfect Word all pure 


Against man’s doubting ‘nay’? 


“ Shepherds of England’s Church and Fold, 
Good PASTORS where are they ? 
Who labouring in the Pastoral Care 
* Strange doctrines drove away.” * 


YATES. 


* See Priest's Ordination Service. 


PREDWAC E. 


yxaeO THING can be more dangerous to 


wy! public morals, nor more likely to 
shake and wholly to unsettle the minds of 
men, than the presentation of great and 
momentous subjects for belief after such 
subjects have received only crude, ill- 
digested, and hasty consideration at the 
hands of those who so present them. And 
when Canon Farrar confesses, as he does,* 
that this is the case with his “Eternal 
Hope,” and on this ground pleads for 


merciful consideration from his critics, he 


* “Fternal Hope,” pp. xi., xli., xix., xx., Ixiv., &c. &c. 
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virtually acknowledges his book will not 
stand the test of crucial examination. But 
I will go further and say, he is guilty of 
great, lasting, and cruel wrong to society 
when he uses the influence of his adven- 
titious position to publicly proclaim the 
tenets contained in his book without first 
being able Scripturally to substantiate them 
against all comers, and fearlessly to main- 
tain that which he has spoken and pub- 
lished. 

Of him personally I know little, but 
his doctrines, oral and written, I claim the 
right to criticise, to accept, or to reject, as 
they shall warrant, and in this book I 
exercise that right. 

I believe that the plausibility and fasci- 
nation of “Eternal Hope” is its great and 


insidious source of evil to the majority of 
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those that read it; and “I would fain hope” 
what I have herein written may be a help 
to many against the Canon's doctrines. I 
therefore willingly incur the responsibility, 
and am ready to bear all the odium likely 
to rest on any who may presume to call in 
question the orthodoxy of the reverend 
Canon. 


J. Russe.yt ENpDEAN. 


May 31st, 1878. 
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CHASE WER I. 


“ Hope tells a flattering tale, 
Delusive, vain, and hollow.” 
WROTHER. 
‘““ Hope, withering, fled.” 
BYRON. 


INTRODUCTORY. 


Nas GENTLEMAN, intimately con- 


nected with the principal religious 


movements of America, said to mea few 
days since: “ This book of Canon Farrar’s 
on ‘Eternal Hope’ will do more mischief 
to religion, and more mischief especially to 
the Church of England, than any book that 
has appeared for many years past.” 
Another gentleman, holding high legal 


appointment under the Crown, through the 
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death of a near relative had his thoughts 
directed seriously to the consideration 
of religious subjects; and, fresh from 
examining Farrar’s “ Eternal Hope,” he 
said, “ After reading this book there is 
nothing left—it destroys, and gives me 
nothing in the stead of what it takes 
away.” 

A constant attendant at Westminster 
Abbey heard the first sermon of the series, 
but so completely did he dissent from the 
doctrines advanced, that he purposely 
refrained from again attending until the 
whole series on this subject was finished. 

I commenced reading “Eternal Hope” 
with every predilection in favour of the 
author, but I little expected to see the 
lengths to which he desired to carry me. 


On closing its pages I felt that, if the tenets 
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advanced were true, then all my previous 
conclusions and belief resulting from exten- 
sive reading, from examination and study 
of Scripture and the theological doctrines 
of Scripture, must be false. 

I was not prepared readily to relinquish 
the teachings and confirmed convictions of 
a lifetime on the utterance of a “new light,” 
and more especially as, after all, that light 
may prove to be nothing more than an 
zonts fatuus. I therefore sent a syllogistic 
proposition to the Canon on the 8th of 
April, * asking for its correction if an 
error, or for him to show how it was 


’ 


possible for his “Eternal Hope” to be 
made to harmonise therewith. 

A correspondence ensued, from which it 
is clear the Canon felt it impossible to set 


* See page 61. 
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aside the stern rigour of the syllogistic 
argument, and then he all but silently eva- 
ded it, suggesting other doctrines, which I 
could not possibly endorse. The more 
he wrote the less Scriptural, at least 
from the Biblical point of view, did his 
doctrines seem; and, in the end, looking at 
the correspondence in my hands, I felt that 
I should fail in duty to myself, and in duty 
-to this Christian nation, if I did not ask that 
it should be published; if refused, to ge 
still further and press for its publication, 
believing that thereby I should be con- 
ferring religious benefit on my fellow-men, 
by shewing somewhat more fully the extent 
of the divergence from ordinarily accepted 
doctrines to which the Canon was prepared 
to proceed. 


Nothing but a sense of duty led me 
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to ask this permission, and nothing but this 
sense of duty compels me to issue this book. 

In the letter of April 8,* it should be 
noted, that no opinion is given on the 
question whether Restitution or Anni- 
hilation shall or shall not be experienced 
in the next world, because it was not 
necessary any should be expressed ; the 
point unequivocally stated is, that these 
doctrines “CAN FORM NO PART OF THE 
CHRISTIAN RELIGION.” Of the figments 
here named, and other figments running in 
parallel lines with them, Canon Farrar can 
tell us no more than can the wildest savage 
in his barbaric cannibalism; and_ there- 
fore to proclaim such doctrines, or doctrines | 
bordering on them, as articles of faith and 


eternal hope to suffering humanity, is to be 


* See page 61. 
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guilty of high treason to Christ, to the 
Scriptures, and to the whole of Christendom, 
and is matter of the deepest regret to 
every Christian mind. 

In Chapter III none of the Canon’s 
replies appear. His letter of April 17 
threatened me with “my lawyer” and 
“legal proceedings” if I published his 
letters, and this was quickly followed by a 
visit from his legal friend—(of him I can 
only say it was a pleasure to make his 
acquaintance)—requiring the name of “ my 
solicitor,” or “ the return of Canon Farrar’s 
letters;”” and I saw no reason justifying 
me in deliberately passing through the 
Canon’s “ legal fires.” 

But, alas! how often it is that the words 
of the lips belie the practice of the life ! 


and how easy to proclaim high-sounding 
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words, nothing but words, “ great swelling 
words of vanity” in high places when 
EMete mis’ flo’ scent—Of ‘battle’ in* the 
breeze!’ In page e2 of “Eternal Hope” 
this reverend doctor utters from the pulpit 
of Westminster Abbey these words: “I 
dom not. believe,” my brethren,” in the 
faith which can only be sheltered by an 
effeminate clericalism, or a professional 
conventionality. For myself, I desire that 
the creed of a Christian clergyman should 
be a manly creed, not afraid to be assaulted 
—not anxious to be spoken of with bated 
breath. I wish that it should be no mere 
exotic, which must be kept under glass lest 
any wind of heaven should visit it too 
roughly.” May I not here ask, how can 
Canon Farrar reconcile his own description — 


of what a high-souled clergyman should be 
B 
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with his threat of “my lawyer” and “legal 
proceedings”? for if these legal terms 
mean anything, DO THEY NOT PROVE, on 
his own showing, that his is ‘an effeminate 
clericalism, professional conventionality, az 
unmanly creed afraid of assault, which must 
be spoken of with bated breath ; az exotic 
in a glass house, upon which the balmy 
zephyrs of heaven must not be breathed” ? 

In my letter of April 11th* I wrote: 
“The doctrines of this book in themselves 
are zot new, but are new from the pulpits of 
the English Church.” This limitation of 
the term ew did not suit the Canon’s 
requirements; he much prefers that he 
shall not be looked upon as proclaiming 
new doctrines ; and therefore in paragraph 
ten of the preface to the ninth thousand 


mpoee p- 69. 
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he quietly ignores this limitation, although 
he had my letter before he wrote it; if 
written before he received my letter, he 
had ample time subsequently for its emen- 
dation, as the copies of the book with this 
preface were not issued by the publishers 
till, as near as may be, the 6th of May, thus 
giving nearly a month between the date 
of the preface and its issue. Why then 
did the Canon attempt to slay that which 
had no existence? as nobody at all ac- 
quainted with the subject charges him with 
preaching new doctrines, but, from a quarter 
least expected, with infusing unnatural life 
into those which have been condemned. 
Every reader on Eschatology knows 
that in all ages of the Church, from Apos- 
tolic days, there have been “setters forth 


of strange doctrines ;” that the Church has 
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over and over again condemned such doc- 
trines as are in “ Eternal Hope,” and has 
rebuked those who promulgated them. 
What is matter of astonishment is, that a 
man in the position of the Canon, who lays 
claim to be a reader of history, should 
pronounce from the pulpit of the English 
Church doctrines which he must know, on 
every occasion through eighteen centu- 
ries in which it had become necessary 
to pass judgment upon them, they were 
rejected. 

See also, the confused state of the 
Canon’s mind. In page 17 of this new 
preface, when, more than ever, he would 
take extreme care in what he was writing 
so as afterwards not to require shelter in 
“the absence of second thoughts,” he says 


the very opposite to what he meant to say. 
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He writes: “It is a matter for sincere re- 
gret, and it is a grave source of future 
‘peril, that these views* in their darkest 
form should now be dogmatically urged, 
not only by competent divines, but even 
by those who are wholly incapable of 
understanding the merest elements of the 
controversy.” And this paragraph is 
written by a man who presumes to call in 
question the teachings of Scripture, the 
eighteen-century-old faith of the Church, 


) 


the “popular dogma” of Christendom, and 
who becomes enthusiastic on a comma point, 
or on the use of an accented letter, when 
in favour of his pet theories. This para- 
graph says: “ Those wholly incapable of 
understanding these questions are far 


* “These views” refer to the teachings of the New 
Testament as generally accepted on “eternal punish- 
ment.” 
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greater judges in these matters than com- 
petent divines, and the peril of the future 
is greatly increased thereby”; but, unless 
he meant this paragraph to be words 
without meaning, merely written to fill up 
a page, he must have meant to say that 
the peril of the future is infinitely increased, 
not only because these doctrines are 
accepted by those who are utterly incom- 
petent to understand them, but because 
they are also dogmatically urged by most 
competent divines. So then he evidently 
believes he is a far more competent 
authority in Eschatology than “the most 
competent,” for from them he wholly differs 
on these questions. 

Note further. It is plain the reverend 
author does not understand the meaning 


of the terms he uses—the very title of his 
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book condemning bothitand him. But this 
he will no doubt ascribe to “haste,” and 
plead in defence, ‘I did not give it a second 
thought.” If the hope be eternal it can 
never come to an end; immediately it is 
realised it ceases to be eternal: “hope that 
is realised is not hope, for what a man 
realiseth why doth he yet hope for?” * 
Hope on this subject to be worth entertain- 
ng must be zoz-eternal, and that the Canon 
dearly believes his is not, for he says it is 
‘Eternal Hope.” Whilst this lasts there 
annot be annihilation, nor restitution in 
vhole nor in part, and his book to his 
fdlowers must bea “ delusion and a snare,” 
eicouraging them to “hope on, hope ever,” 
wihout the remotest prospect of escape 


frcn zonic fire. 


* Rom, viii. 24. 
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But here most probably the Canon 
will tell me, I am ignorant, and that it 
is J who do not understand the meaning 
of terms, for “eternal does not mean 
eternal, but eternity that shall come to 
anend. This term and zonian are equal, 
and mean eternity with a limit, having 
a beginning and an end.” What a pity 
for England this learned doctor did not. 
live when the English language, like the 
race, was in its infancy, for then he would| 
have given it the benefit of his profound 
genius, and thus howe ensured the double 
meaning of “eternal” for all generations 
But it so happens that, from the first con 
struction of the term, the only idea it he 


conveyed to learned and unlearned alile 
is, as given in our best authorities— 
“ ETERNAL: without beginning or endof 
| 
| 
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existence ; always existing ; underived and 
indestructible.” But the Canon says, this 
word is of little use when standing alone ; 
“it is always coloured by the substantive 
to which it is joined;”* so that if we say 
“eternal time,” it is time that “colours” 
eternal, and thus we shall have “ eternal 
nonsense.” 

Again he says, “the argument is abso- 
lutely and hopelessly futile that eternal 
or @ontan life must mean endless life; 
this is a battered and aged argument.” { 
Thus he places zonian and eternal on 
the same platform of equal meaning and 
weight, but of the former, our chief linguists 
say, it means ‘space or period of time, 
lifetime, age, generation; and in some 
cases, eternity.” Now it is well to mark 


* Contemporary Review, June. + Ibid. 
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that they NEVER give this definition to the 
word eternal—that is always “endless ;” 
so that, whilst czeonian means an age with 
beginning and end, eternal is a/ways under- 
stood to mean wethout beginning and end. 
It is evident, if we follow this man in all his 
literary and wordy vagaries, he may at last 
take us round to the other side of the moon, 
and tell us, although we do not believe 
him, ‘‘it certainly is made of green cheese.” 

And who knows but that in this title the 
Canon has unwittingly pointed out the most 
bitter pang of the lost in the eternal world ! 
Permitted possibly to see the glory and 
happiness of the redeemed, the most intense 
longing to share with them may spring up 
in the soul, and may bud and blossom, and 
seem nearly to reach full fruition, when, 


just as the cup of “restitution” seems 
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about to touch the lips, it is by some un- 
seen force dashed aside, and shivered into 
ten thousand fragments, leaving nothing 
but the blankest despair! And then again 
stealthily, gradually re-budding, blossom- 
ing afresh, almost reaching deliverance or 
“ annihilation,” when, as before, all hope 
shivering shivers into utter desolation,— 
and this is again and again to be repeated 
for ever and ever! If Canon Farrar can 
possibly imagine a term more awfully des- 
‘criptive of the bitterest woe of eternity than 
“Eternal Hope,” he will have surpassed 
all his fellows in the use of descriptive 
terminology. Are we not warranted in 


saying of the reverend author, he is 


“ An infant crying in the night : 
An infant crying for the light:” ? * 


* See “Eternal Hope,” p. Ixv. 
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Canon Farrar hereby unintentionally 
proves that he is no better than the best 
or the worst of us; that his literary and 
theological labours are mixed with errors 
of judgment, of knowledge, and of composi- 
tion, and that it is dangerous to accept— 
morally and spiritually dangerous to accept 
—the teachings of Azs ‘“ Eternal Hope” 
until he is able to produce unimpeachable 
Divine authority for the same. 

In the next chapter will be found an 
examination of “ Eternal Hope,” followed 
by a copy of my share in the correspon- 
dence with the Canon; and I venture to 
believe the result of the perusal will be, 
that the reader of his book will write across 
its title-page, “Canon Farrar’s Blighted 


Hope.” 
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“For we must all appear before the judgment-seat of 
Christ ; that every one may receive the things DONE IN 
HIS BODY, according to that he hath done, whether it be 
good orbad. Knowing therefore THE TERROR OF THE 
Lorp.”—2 Cor. v. Io, It. 


“ But all was false and hollow ; though his tongue 
Dropped manna, and could make the worse appear 
The better reason, to perplex and dash 
Maturest counsels.”—-MILTON. 


“Ye look with credulity to the whispers of fancy, and 
pursue with eagerness the phantoms of hope.”—JOHNSON. 


WHAT ARE THE DoctTRINES oF “ ETERNAL 
Hore”? Do THEY REstT on SUFFICIENT 
ScRIPTURAL AUTHORITY TO MAKE THEM 
OF VALUE? 


CALM and dispassionate examina- 


tion of Canon Farrar’s “ Eternal 


is the duty I shall now seek to 
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fulfil. Many essays from various schools 
of thought have appeared in the Contem- 
porary Review; Professors from profes- 
sorial chairs, and trained Theologians from 
their studies and their varied standpoints, 
have passed judgment upon the Canon’s 
esoterics until, apparently, they have left 
him little but “blighted hope.” And 
although the author exultingly lays claim 
to a great and brilliant victory over his 
critics, it may yet be too soon to boast that 
a set of “ignoramuses” and “tomtits,”* in 
reviewing his book, have only shown their 
supreme stupidity and folly in venturing 
to declare their differences from him on 
this solemn question. 

In this examination no attempt at a 
learned disquisition will be found, nor any 


* See Contemporary Review, June. 
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endeavour made to throw over it any of the 
Canon’s surplusage; on the contrary, it is 
most essential that the general outcome of 
the book shall be presented to the reader 
as nakedly and concisely as possible; and 
I shall attempt this as far as the exigencies 
of incessant activity in busy daily life will 
permit. 

Divested of all fascination of style, of 
the highly-impassioned declamation, in- 
vective, and scornful epithets of the author, 
the general deductions derivable from the 
book may thus be briefly summed up : 

I—For man, death is only the lifting of 

the latch, the opening of the door - 
into the eternal world; that whilst 
the body, the mere tabernacle, is 
left to the tender mercies of the 


grave, that which constitutes the real 
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3 
man passes into unknown, unseen, 
dimly-revealed scenes, where he 
shall continue in never-ending ex- 
istence. 

I1—That in that world two states of 
being unquestionably exist: one of 
blessedness, into which they who 
are the saved, who believe in Jesus 
Christ in this life, and live in har- 
mony with that belief, undoubtedly 
enter; the other, of misery, a state 
described by the author as that of 
“the fires of Gehenna,” and as 
“eonian fire,” into which all pass 
who fail to reach the standard re- 
quired to fit them for the state of 
the blessed, and who, in this world, 
had little or no faith in Jesus Christ 


as the Saviour of men. 
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I11—That the number of .the blessed is 
very small; and that “ the vast ma- 
jority of us all” (the Canon’s words) 
passes into the state of misery. 

IV—That to suppose God has laid 
down an irrevocable law for all 
eternity, fixing the condition of being 
into which death launches man as 
that of his eternal state, is not for a 
moment to be believed; on the con- 
trary, the love of God is so great, 
and His compassion for those who 
suffer the tortures of the Gehen- 
nic fire so immense, that He will be: 
induced, after zons, or possibly 
zons of zons of suffering, to do 
one of three things :— 

(a)—To restore the lost, though pos- 


sibly not all of the lost, to the 
Cc 
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condition of the blesséd, who 
were never scorched by conic 
fire ; 

Or, (4)—To restore partially—to give 
only a subdued and _ lessened 
degree of happiness, with com- 
plete deliverance from zonic fire; 

Or, (c)—The impenitent and basely 
wicked, who are not bad enough 
for eternal punishment (for none 
shall be so left finally), and not 
good enough for partial happi- 
ness, “may ’’—for to use a Scotch 
phrase, “he is nae sae shure ’— 


” 


“may be” annihilated, ze. be as 
if they never had been. But the 
author finds no basis for the doc- 
trine of annihilation, and is not 


therefore prepared fully to en- 
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dorse it, although he says he 
would rather endorse such a 
tenet than believe in the eternity 
of punition.”* 

V—That man’s present life is his first 
probationary state; failing to be 
saved at death, in the fires of 
Gehenna he will pass his second 
state of probation, whence he may 
eventually escape at some un- 
known period of future eternal 
history. 

VI—That the Redemption of Christ, 
slighted, disregarded, or wholly 
despised in this life, shall, by God, 
be made effectual, and shall be 
accepted “in the fires of Gehenna” 

by those who neglected or who 


* See “ Eternal Hope,” p. 202. 
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wholly rejected God’s mercy here, 
but who shall then thereby be 
delivered from zeonic fire. 

That these are true logical deductions 
drawn from this book admits of no ques- 
tion; robbed of the persiflage of the Canon, 
these are the articles of his faith, the sum 
and substance of Azs “ Eternal Hope.” 

In examining them in detail, it is well 
to note by the way the “curious fact” * 
that they are the result of a “boyish con- 
viction” on reading ten lines of Bishop 
Butler, and subsequent experience con- 
firmed and solidified their influence and 
control over the Canon’s mental constitu- 
tion. Now these lines, after all, do not 
give any adequate warrant for the con- 


viction formed ; as he himself says, Butler 


* “ Eternal Hope,” pp. liii., liv. 
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might not have given to them the same 
interpretation that he does. Alas! 
“What great errors from trifling causes 
spring, 

In this examination, the first point to be 


12 


insisted upon, is—the canon of Scripture is 
the only authority, and is the final standard 
of appeal by which these and cognate 
questions can be settled. As the Articles 
of the Church distinctly state: “ Holy 
Scripture containeth all things necessary to 
salvation, so that whatsoever is not read 
therein, nor may be found thereby, is not 
to be required of any man as an article of 
cxerfaith. (Art. V1.) And ‘again: “It is 
not lawful for the Church to order anything 
that is contrary to God's Word written, 
neither may it so expound one place of 


Scripture that it be repugnant to another.” 


38 Canon Farrar’s Eternal Hope— 


(Art. XX.) And the Canon has taken 
oath to maintain these Articles in their 
integrity. 

The Bible is the only book in the world 
recognised as containing a revelation of the 
will of God to man, and it is from this book 
all Christian ideas of the future life are 
derived. The endless crude productions 
of ancient philosophy on this and kindred 
subjects possessed no authoritative origin ; 
and whilst some venturous spirits essayed 
to penetrate futurity, all they were able to 
educe from their inner consciousness were 
myths, shadows, dreams. Judzism first, 
Christianity afterwards, springing from 
Divine revelation, revealed somewhat to 
man of his future life, illumed by the 
Sun of Righteousness, irradiant with 


hope, but, at the same time, demanded 
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a life of faith in accordance with the 
conditions laid down in that revelation. 

In support of his eschatology the author 
appeals to the witness of some of the 
Fathers, to the testimony of certain church- 
men, to the practice of Roman Catholics, 
and to the rhapsodic effusions of . poetic 
minds. But in reply to this appeal it is only 
necessary to say that, if all be gathered 
together that has been written, from the 
first Christian Father so-called, including 
Clement, Polycarp, Tertullian, Irenzeus, 
Origen, Chrysostom, Augustine, &c. &c. 
down to ‘‘ Eternal Hope,” the sum total of 
the whole, devozd of Scriptural authority, is 
of no practical value, is only the private 
opinion of so many individuals, and would 
be an utterly valueless collection. And it is 


here worth noting how readily the Canon 
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leans on every rotten prop that man can 
give, and how entirely absent is everything 
like definite authority from the Word of 
God as a basis for his theories. 

The opinions of Canon Farrar on this 
point are of no more value than mine, or 
than those of the most ignorant against 
whom we may happen to stumble in turn- 
ing the corner of the street. On this and 
such-like questions nothing more is neces- 
sary, nothing less is essential than the 
definite authority of Scripture : what that 
declares must be accepted ; what is not in 
harmony with its declarations must be 
rejected; and, further, what certain passages 
of Scripture—enigmatical in character, and 
beyond the power of man clearly to inter- 
pret—are made to say in the glosses of 


the Optimist in support of his views on the 
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one hand, and on the other by the Fessi- 
mist, who interprets the same passages in 
‘support of views directly opposite, are 
passages that cannot be permitted to be 
of force or of weight in a discussion of 
such paramount importance as the present. 

In now passing the preceding deductions 
under review the search must be to dis- 
cover, if possible, which of them are in 
accord with Scripture, and which are 
either devoid of scriptural basis, or possess 
only a quasi-scriptural basis; and it may 
at once be said— 

The First Deduction, man’s immortality, 
is plainly and positively declared in Holy 
Writ: “He that liveth and believeth in 
Me shall never die.” * 

Deduction II may be at once endorsed : 


* John xi. 26, and in many other passages. 
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“JT go to prepare a place for you, that 


where I am there ye may bealso;” * ‘For 


me to live is Christ, to die is gain.” + 
“Absent from the body, present with the 
Lord.” These and many other similar 
passages point to the security of happiness 
for them who are redeemed. Now look 
at the words descriptive of the condition 
of the lost. In passing sentence upon 
them Christ Himself used these words : 
‘Depart from Me, ye cursed, into ever- 
lasting fire, prepared for the devil and his 
angels.”§ And the Apostle Paul writes, as 
if these words were legibly before his eyes: 
“The Lord Jesus shall be revealed from 
heaven with His mighty angels, in flaming 
fire, taking vengeance on those that know 


* John xiv. 2. + Philemon i. 21. 
hezaCOrnveoy § Matt. xxv. 14. 
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not God, and that obey not the Gospel of 
our Lord Jesus Christ; who shall be 
punished with everlasting destruction from 
the presence of the Lord, and from the 
glory of His power.”’* This must refer to 
man’s life whilst “in the body,” and not 
to his life in the next world. And again, 
whilst our Lord says the righteous shall go 
into “life eternal,” the unrighteous “ shall 
go away into everlasting punishment ;’} 
but the Canon says it is not “everlasting ” 
—the word is wrongly translated, it means 
zons, or zons of eons, of suffering. I 
will give him all the benefit of his hair- 
splitting objection, and will omit ‘“ ever- 
lasting” altogether from the sentence, and 
leave only “punishment.” But then we are 


met with another passage of significant im- 


MeOmUNESSils 74 Oo; 0: + Matt. xxv. 46. 


44 Canon Farrar’s Eternal Hope-— 


port: “ He that believeth not on the Son of 
God shall not see life, but the wrath of God 


d 


abideth on him” *—“‘he shall not see life,” 
then he will not be restituted ; “the wrath 
of God abideth on him,” so he will not be 
annihilated ; and if he will not be anni- 
hilated nor restituted, but will live under 
the wrath of God, “where their worm 
dieth not, and the fire is not quenched,” { 
what can this be if not eternal punish- 
ment ? 

Further, it is not necessary to decide, or 
even to consider, whether the state of 
misery in the future world of the lost will 
be bodily, § or mental, or both ; or whether 
alternating at different periods. /¢7s enough 
to admit that IT 1s MISERY, dire, awful, des- 

* John iii. 36. + Mark ix. 44, 46, 48. 
§ See Preface, p. 24 7th thousand, and p. 32 9th thousand. 
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pairing misery, for zons, or zons of zons, 
or for eternity in its “popular dogma” 
significance—a dogma so offensive to the 
Canon’s generous sensibilities that he can 
admit of nothing popular being good but 
popular applause. And as the Canon’s 
“Eternal Hope” presents nothing better 
to man to induce him to neglect his salva- 
tion now than the prospect of possible 
deliverance after zeons of zons of ages of 
suffering, WHAT AN INTENSELY MISERABLE 
HOPE IT 1S! The spirit will have become 
petrified through agony, and will be utterly 
indifferent to its continuance in, or its de- 
liverance from zonian fire. 

How far nobler, more generous, and 
godlike it must be to point out to man 
the way by which he may most surely 


escape from ALL experience of Gehennic 


46 Canon Farrar's Eternal Fope— 


fire, and infinitely more glorious to take 
the sinner direct to the Saviour, that he 
may at once inherit everlasting life! 

Deduction III was proclaimed by 
Christ Himself : narrow is the road to life, 
few find it; broad to destruction, many run 
in it;* and the testimony of every age of 
the world corroborates the truth of this 
Scriptural statement. 

But Deduction IV is a very serious 
‘one, and places the Canon, and _ all 
who hold this doctrine with him on the 
same grounds, in a very difficult position. 
If the love and compassion of God to lost 
souls are so great as to make it unendur- 
able to Him to permit the eternity of 
punition, why does He not make His love 


and compassion a little greater now, and so 


* Matt. vii. 14. 


What ts It ? 47 


shorten, or, in fact, why does He not 
abolish altogether all punishment in the 
eternal world? Surely if God’s love and 
power be great enough, after ages, or ages 
of ages, of suffering, to restore or to anni- 
hilate, His inflicting a single age of suffer- 
ing must make Him—lI desire to speak 
with all reverence and humility—must 
make Him a vindictive God, inflicting 
misery for misery’s sake, and so prolonging 
the tortures of the lost unnecessarily. If 
His love and compassion are to be shown 
in the exercise of forgiveness at some 
period in the remote future, then these 
attributes would be infinitely greater and 
more beneficent and godlike if exercised at 
once, and thus make man the subject of 
immediate and universal forgiveness. But 


this the Canon dreads to proclaim, as he is 
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inclined to believe all Scripture is against 
Universalism ; therefore it is only neces- 
sary to say further, when he can Scrzp- 
turally establish all, or any one of the 
points in Deduction IV it will be time 
enough to acknowledge that there is some 
foundation for “zs “ Eternal Hope.” 
Deduction V rests on what? That 
man’s earthly life is his probationary state 
the Word of God declares, all Scriptural 
theology accepts, the “popular dogma” 
proclaims. If after this life there is to be 
a second state of probation, during which 
large numbers shall escape from the fires of 
Gehenna, what shall be done with them 
who do not escape? for the Canon says 
the numbers will be large of those who 
shall not be “restituted.” And if there is 


to be a second state of probation, why have 
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not the Scriptures proclaimed it? I ask 
the Canon and all his congeries to produce 
one passage of Scripture that can be made 
to declare, after all their hair-splitting and 
wordy ingenuity, that there is to be a 
second state of probation for the lost in 
the next world, and from which state there 
shall be deliverance eventually. 

And l ask again if ‘there is to bea 
second, may there. not” be a third? a 
thirtieth ? a thirty-thousandth state of pro- 
bation? What shall hinder? Nothing? 
No? Nothing sur the determinate counsel 
and wisdom of God, and upon this point 
He hath already placed His limit to this 
life, as far as is revealed, as man’s only 
time for repentance and forgiveness, and 
He has made known positively nothing con- 


cerning a second probationary state. ‘“ We 
D 
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must all appear before the judgment seat 
of Christ, THAT EVERY ONE may receive the 
things DONE IN HIS BODY, according to that 
he hath done, whether good or bad.” * 
Then it is the life WHILST IN THE BODY 
that fixes the condition of the soul through- 
out eternity. 

We therefore must be perforce content 
with the measure of His will that is de- 
clared, and must not attempt to construct 
theories of our own in advance of what 
is revealed, nor seek to cover them with 
the semblance of Divine authority, because 
“we would fain hope” that our ideas of 
what is right are in keeping with the 
character and operations of God. “Cease 
ye from man, whose breath is in his nostrils, 
for wherein is he to be accounted of ?”’+ 


eC OruvinlO: + Tsaiahaie 22. 
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Deduction VI is—well, how shall it be 
described? Is it Scriptural? We search 
in vain for any Divine authority, or for any 
semblance of Divine authority. Is it the 
teaching of the Church? Read its utter 
condemnation in the Creeds, in the Ordina- 
tion Services, and in the Articles of the 
Cyurch [soit merciful to man? ~ It-is 
fraught with the greatest peril to his eternal 
interests; for such is man’s nature that 
multitudes will prefer present pleasure to 
future possibilities, and will be content to 
take the risk of loss when it is clothed with 
the assurance that after all it is only 
“temporary and not eternal. “ There may 
be ages of suffering, of which at present I 
know nothing, and if I should do I am told 
it will not be for ever, and so I shall take 


my chance,” thousands are practically say- 
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ing every day. When men teach doctrines 
leading their fellow-men deliberately thus 
to act, they take upon themselves fearful 
responsibility, and more especially so when 
they can produce no Scriptural authority 
in justification. 

Ts it beneficial to society? On the 


contrary, the cumulative force of such 
doctrines on the mind of man, if uni- 


versally accepted, would be to turn this 
world into a pandemonium, and to give to 
man in the present life a bitter foretaste of 
the Canon’s* Zeonic’- fire, VAs, spriomea 
launching a newly-built ship she is securely 
fastened in the dock by blocks and stays, 
so man, as a whole, is preserved from 
gross moral depravity by the checks and 
restraints of religion; but as the ship, 


when blocks and stays are knocked away, 
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slides into the ocean, so man, freed from 
religious restraints, slides into the great 
vortex of iniquity, and runs rapidly lower 
and lower to eternal perdition. The Canon 
is thus knocking away some of the 
strongest religious checks the Scriptures 
have given us, and is opening the flood- 
gates to iniquity and guilt. 

If the Scriptures be true (and this the 
Canon professes to believe), then there is 
in them one doctrine above all others 
standing out with dazzling brightness, 
ana ethat is> faith’ in Christ Jesus as the 
Saviour of the soul is essential to salva- 
tion; that there “is none other name under 
heaven given among men whereby we can 
be saved”;* for “no man cometh unto 
the Father but by Him”;} and ‘“ who- 


* Acts iv. 12. + John xiv. 6. 
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soever believeth in Him should not perish, 
but shall have everlasting life.”* So that 
«he that believeth on the Son hath ever- 
lasting life, and he that believeth not the Son 
shall not see life, but the wrath of God 
abideth on him.” + If faith on this side the 
grave exercise its restraining and guiding 
power, it is efficacious for life eternal; and 
zt ts the non-existence of faith that wrecks 
the soul, z.e. condemns it to the condition 
of the lost. It is well to note, this faith is 
not merely a formal acknowledgment of 
the truth of Christianity: devils so acknow- 
ledge; its power controls the life into 
obedience to God’s laws, and though men 
of faith ofttimes realise how utterly in- 
capable they are of themselves to obey 
God, yet the study and the prayer of their 


* John iii. 16. : + John iii. 36. 
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daily life are to be worthy of that God 
who hath ‘called them out of darkness 
into His marvellous light.” * 

The doctrine of these Scriptural passages, 
and numberless others of like import, is 
clear and definite: ¢he object of farth ts 
Christ ; the Jertod in which that faith can 
Derrexercised. 2s) ti7s Uzfe.. Tere -all we 
know of Christ we know by faith through 
the Word of God; after this life faith can 
have no existence, for, as St. Paul saith, 
then “ we shall KNOW cven as we are known.’ + 

Whence then can the Canon produce one 
solitary passage that says, “man, dying 
without faith in Christ, shall have another 
chance given him the other side of the 
grave”? Or, in fact, shall be constrained, 
possibly against his will, after zeons of 


OTE LES CSE Bh). Her COraxieel2. 
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zons of Gehennic fire maybe, to accept the 
redemption of Christ 2? And we would ask, 
how shall that redemption be offered him ? 
Who shall proclaim it to him in his lost 
condition ? Shall his companions in agony ? 
Will the great arch-fiend? Will the re- 
deemed be sent to hell on that mission ? 
Will the angels? They have no expe- 
rience of sin nor of the need of a Saviour, 
and they would not be fitting instruments 
for such a mission. Besides, ‘there is a 
great gulf fixed, so that they who would 
pass from thence cannot.” * 

All the Canon’s twistings and turnings 
of various passages of Scripture, and his 
striving to deduce from his ‘ hotch-potch” 
a verdict in favour of his “ Eternal Hope” 
are in vain: there is no passage, nor 


* Luke xvi. 26. 
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any combination of passages that man 
is qualified to interpret, which will enable 
him to make this addition to the doctrines 
contained in Holy Writ, and the doctrine 
set forth in Deduction VI must be wholly 
repudiated. 

In considering this and such-like subjects 
one great human error is often made: 
man presumes to judge the infinite by his 
finite capacity, and attempts to fix the 
standard of God’s supremacy by what he 
conceives to be in keeping with the attri- 
butes with which he condescends to credit 
the. Deity. Shutting his ears to the un- 
utterable force of truth such as this, “ My 
thoughts are not your thoughts, neither 
are your ways My ways, saith the Lord,”* 
he would almost dare to prescribe the 


* Isaiah lv. 8. 
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limits of God’s operations within which it 
is competent for Him to move, but beyond 
which He would at once become a Deity 
unworthy of the veneration of man. 

On such grounds as these Canon Farrar 
says, the doctrine of his book carries 
consolation to multitudes, and “ which 
alone can stem * the spread of infidelity,” 
because it presents to us God in His most 
loving and benign aspects, and is thus a 
gospel of hope to weary multitudes. But, 
af his gospel be not true, as is herein shown, 
what then? Andas, tf the Scriptures be 
truc, his book must be false, then hes “Gospel 
of Hope” is a gospel of destruction and 
death, of bitterness and anguish to them 
who accept it. 

The perusal of the book forces to the 


, * Seep. Ixv. 
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front this lesson of pre-eminent importance : 
the supreme folly of accepting the exegesis 
of theological doctrines from the lips or 
from the pen of any man, living or dead, 
without subjecting such exegesis to the 
authoritative test of Scripture. Allmen in 
this life are human, guided and drawn by 
many conflicting interests, and are subjects 
of frailty ; the best of men are influenced, 
ofttimes blinded, by prejudice, preconceived 
notions, ‘boyish convictions,” and _ fre- 
quently prove, at their best, but blind 
leaders. Our only true safeguard is to do 
as the members of the Berean Church did: 
they “searched the Scriptures daily”* to 
see if the doctrines the Apostles proclaimed 
in their hearing were true. Let us do like- 
wise, and in so doing with Canon Farrar’s 


* Acts xvii. II. 
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“Eternal Hope” the verdict will inevitably 
be, its absolute and complete condemna- 
tion. No more fitting words with which to 
describe those who would be “ wise above 
that which is written” can be found than 
the words of Zophar the Naamathite, ‘‘ Vain 
man would be wise, though man be born 


like a wild.asss colt.” * 


Be ODES Tks 


CHAP LER LI. 


_ “How are the mighty fallen in the midst of the battle!” 
2 SAM. 1. 23. 
““’ve stood upon Achilles’ tomb, 
And heard Troy doubted : time will doubt of Rome.” 
BYRON. 
Copy oF CORRESPONDENCE WITH THE Rev. 
CANON FarRAr. 


190, Oxford Street, 


April 8th, 1878. 
Dear Sir, 


Aiter” sreadine’ your, “ Eternal 

Hope,” the questions considered therein 

have presented themselves to my mind 
as follow :— 

I—The Scriptures teach that the salva- 

tion of the soul is effected only by 
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faith, zz ¢hzs lzfe, in the life, death, 
resurrection, and intercession of the 


Lord Jesus Christ ; 


II—The. Restitution of Universalism, 
and the Annihilation of Annihila- 
tionism, are independent of, and in 
spite of, the non-existence of faith 
in this life in the redemption of 


Christ Jesus : 


I] I—Therefore, Universalism and Anni- 
hilationism, and in fact every 


)» 


other “ism” which ignores faith in 
the Redeemer in this life can form 

no part of the Christian religion. 
I most respectfully submit these points 
for your consideration, and I shall be greatly 
obliged by your kindly replying, showing 


wherein these points are wrong, if wrong; 
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and if right, reconciling therewith what is 
advocated in “ Eternal Hope.” : 
I have the honour to be, Dear Sir, 
Yours obediently, 
J. RusseLyt Enpean. 
The Rev. Canon Farrar, D.D., 


Westminster. 


Aprii roth. 


Dear Sir, 


Canon Farrar forbids the publication of his 
letter. The law gives him this power, and I 
desire not to disobey the law. 


Yours faithfully, 
F. W. Farrar. 
J. R. Enpran, Esq., 
190, Oxford Street. 
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April 10th, 1878. 
DEAR SIR, 


I am obliged by your letter of 
the roth. 

In reply permit me to say, there is no 
passage in Scripture which speaks of God’s 
mercy, or of the redemption of Christ, being 
offered to the soul after its departure from 
this world, but, on the contrary, the passages 
are numberless which speak of the blessed- 
ness of believing, in this life, in a crucified 
Saviour, and of the terrible consequences 
resulting to the faithless. 

Again, the fully accepted teaching of the 
Christian Church hitherto has been, that it 
is essential to salvation that the soul shall 
believe in Christ in this life ; and this seems 
to have been the undoubted object designed 


in Christ’s coming, as the Apostle distinctly 
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states: “If thou shalt confess with thy 
mouth the Lord Jesus, and shalt believe in 
thine heart that God hath raised Him from 
the dead, thou shalt be saved ;”*—and this, 
by implication, implying that they who do 
not so confess or so believe in this life 
would be lost. 

The doctrine which you are now enun- 
ciating is so new, coming from the high 
places of the English Church, that it 
behoves us to see where it will land us. 
If the “‘tares and the wheat” pass into the 
other world as they leave this, and in that 
world, through the pity and the love of the 
Supreme, the unbelieving “ tares” shall be 
rescued from their misery, and shall be 
placed in happiness side by side with them 
that believed, then what need was there 


* Rom. x. 9. 
E 
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for the life and sufferings of Jesus Christ ? 
His work must consequently have been 
a work of supererogation that might have 
been dispensed with, according to the doc- 
trine as enunciated by you, because, if the 
Almighty could bring one soul in the other 
world to Eternal Life, of Wrmself, He could 
as easily bring the whole human race. 

You say, “there seems to me to be strong 
reason to hope that faith, imperfect here, 
* but what 
does this mean? We are taught that, if 


may be perfected hereafter ;’ 


faith be small “as a grain of mustard seed,” 
it is efficacious. It is the adsence of faith 
that loses the soul, and if there be no faith 
in exercise in this world, there is nothing 
in Scripture that gives the least promise of 
its creation in the other world. 


Deeply as I sympathise with you in your 
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work, gladly as I would rejoice with you 
in man’s complete restitution to a redeemed 
state, yet I cannot accept the contents of 
your letter, because I fail to find anywhere 
in Scripture, any Scriptural warranty for 


the same. 


I have the honour to be, 
Dear Sir, 
Yours obediently, 


J. RussELL ENDEAN. 


The Rev. Canon Farrar, D.D., 


Westminster. 
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April 11th. 
DEar Sir, 


Canon Farrar forbids the publication of his 
letter. The law gives him this power, and I 


desire not to disobey the law. 


Yours faithfully, 
F. W. Farrar. 
Rev. J. R. EnpgEan, 
190, Oxford Street. 
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April 11th, 1878. 
DEar Sir, 

It is impossible for man to place 
any limit to the work and purposes of God. 
However much we may desire that His 
operations in the future world shall accord 
with what we now approve, we would not 
presume to lay down certain lines within 
which we may deem it fitting He should 
move; and more especially so as He 
Himself has not uplifted the veil beyond 
declaring that ‘‘the righteous shall go into 
life eternal ;” * the unrighteous or unbeliev- 
ing shall “ be cast out into outer darkness.’’ | 
On this point we will not attempt to say 
another word. 

That the doctrine you are now advo- 


cating is not “new,” I am well aware, but 


* Matt. xxv. 46, queViatt. xxile 13s 
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I would ask, what age of the Church has 
been without its heresiarchs ? I spoke not in 
my letter of this as a new doctrine, but as 
new “proclaimed from the high places of 
the English Church,” and as proof of this, 
I need only refer to the intense interest the 
question is causing in English society, more 
especially because advocated by you, up- 
wards of seven thousand copies of your 
book having been sold since its issue, within 
the last few weeks. 

I thank you much for your kindness and 
courtesy in replying to my letters, and 
knowing you have little time for contro- 
versy, and that it is no forte of mine, I 
would close this correspondence by saying 
that, as the subject is one of the most 
profound interest, any contributions tending 


to present it fairly before the public should 
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not be withheld from the public. I trust 
therefore, you will not disapprove of ae 
sending this correspondence to the press. 
I have the honour to be, 
Dear Sir, 


Yours very obediently, 
J. Russert Enpean. 
The Rev. Canon Farrar, D.D., 
Westminster. 


April 12th. 
Dear Sir, 


Canon Farrar forbids the publication of his 
letter. The law gives him this power, and I 
desire not to disobey the law. 


Yours faithfully, 
F. W. Farrar. 


J® Ro Enpean, Esqy 
190, Oxford Street. 


72 Canon Farrar’s Eternal Hope— 


April 13, 1878. 
Dear Sir, 
Your “ Life of Christ’ delighted 


, 


the nation; your “Eternal Hope” has 
shaken its confidence. It is now a common 
observation made on speaking of your 
books, “I hear he is not sound.” This 
correspondence will enable the people more 
justly to decide this question, and be a 
general benefit. 

When I first wrote I knew not that 
you would reply, and if you did, you might 
possibly have wholly demolished the posi- 
tion taken in my letter; it is only because 
the result of the correspondence defines 
with much more exactness your teaching 
on this, now become one of the burning 
questions of the age, that I feel it due to 


you it should be published. 
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You are a leading teacher in the Church, 
and your last letter fully confirms my state- 
ment of the intense interest the subject is 
exciting; this correspondence will help to 
guide public opinion in deciding on the 
tendency of your theological views. | 
hope, therefore, you will withdraw your 
objections to its appearance. If issued, it 


will be zz extenso. 


I have the honours to be, 
Dear sir, E 
Yours very obediently, 


J. Russet, ENpDEAN. 


The Rev. Canon Farrar, D.D, 


Westminster. 
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APTI ae 


Dear Sir, 


Canon Farrar forbids the publication of his 
letter. The law gives him this power, and I 


desire not to disobey the law. 


Yours faithfully, 
F. W. Farrar. 
J. R. EnprEan, Esq. 
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190, Oxford Street, 
April 16th, 1878. 


Dear Sir, 

I regret you have not consented 
to the publication of our correspondence : 
I therefore take upon myself the sole 
responsibility of its issue. 

From one of the chief pulpits of the 
English Church you have sent a letter to 
Christendom on “Eternal Hope.” This 
is of world-wide importance : the heathen 
looks for the transmigration of the soul; 
the Brahmin for his Elysium; the Maho- 
medan for his sensuous Paradise; the 
Roman Catholic for his deliverance from 
purgatory, whatever that may mean; and 


the Christian for his joy and peace with 
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God in heaven. That letter, having 
reached me, is addressed to me, and I 
have claimed the right of reply: your 
answer and our correspondence prove that 
the right was properly exercised. It is a 
question you have made public we have 
been discussing; our correspondence I 
dare not regard as “ private,” as I believe 
it is for the best interests of man the 
question should be clearly and Scripturally 
understood. 

In reply to your letter “ Eternal Hope,” 
I sent in my first communication a syllo- 
gistic proposition for your consideration, 
and I am bound to say, at the close of our 
correspondence, you have wholly failed, by 
argument or by Scriptural authority, to 
shake its conclusion. You have appealed 


to the’ Fathers, to the writings of Arch- 
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bishop Tillotson, you have the support of 
the Rev. E. H. Plumptre, and you have 
issued your own letter, but the whole testi- 
mony given by these witnesses, and your 
own, is utterly worthless, failing to supply 
Scriptural authority for your teaching : 
what they and you state is nothing more 
than the private opinions of individuals, 
and of little value. 

When you can produce Scriptural 
- authority to prove that a time shall come, 
may be after a thousand, ten thousand, a 
million, or myriads of millions of years, 
when part of the human race shall be 


restored to full happiness, and a part shall 
be annihilated ; when you can show what 
constitutes the line of demarcation, or the 
extent of moral depravity meriting the one, 


or consigning to the other; when you can 
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produce any Scripture which teaches that 
it is not essential to salvation to believe in 
our Lord Jesus Christ zz thes ze, but that 
the time will come zx the other world when 
aman, or any number of men, shall be made 
happy in spite of his or their unbelief now, 
and that it is not essential to believe in Christ 
here, although it is decidedly better for man 
that he should, then the doctrines contained 
in your “ Eternal Hope ” may be accepted ; 
but until that is done I can only regard 
your teaching, and the teaching of all others 
who traverse with you the same lines, as 
most pernicious to the well-being of man, 
as anti-scriptural and anti-christian; and 
that it is my bounden duty, and the duty of 
all who entertain the same belief, to do our 
utmost to nullify, or to reduce as much as 


possible, the mischief likely to result to the 
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general public by such teaching as is con- 
tained in “ Eternal Hope.” 
I have the honour to be, 
Dear Sit, 
Yours very obediently, 


J. Russert EnpEan. 


The Rev. Canon Farrar, D.D., 


Westminster. 


April 17th. 
SIR, 


Canon Farrar forbids the publication of his 
letter. The law gives him this power, and I 


desire not to disobey the law. 


Yours obediently, 
F. W. Farrar. 
J. R. Enpean, Esq. 
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April 25th, 1878. 

Dear Sir, 
Your letter of the 17th is such that 
I am compelled to answer it. Your reading 
my answer or not is no business of mine. 
I should have replied earlier, but absence 
on the continent fora few days prevented. 
As an author, and as a prominent clergy- 
man of the Church of England, you have 
held a high place in my esteem, and although 
I never could say of you as the woman of 
Samaria said to her Divine Teacher, “ the 
well is deep,” yet I have trodden with you 
the flowery meads of your literary pro- 
ductions, and pressed out the odoriferous 
fragrance of the sweetly-turned sentences, 
and filled the atmosphere around me with 
the florid eloquence of your word-pictures, 


but at the same time I am bound to say, 
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when I have felt for the residuum of solid 
information as the result of my reading I 
have grasped only thin air, and find that, 
whilst you have contributed much to the 
quantity of our English literature, you have 
not added materially to our previous know- 
ledge, nor evolved many, if any, new facts 
for our enlightenment. 

I sat down to the study of “ Eternal 
Hope,” I would fain hope and believe, with 
an unbiassed mind, hoping to be instructed, 
willing to be taught, ready to be convinced, 
with every predilection in your favour. 
The question of my future existence is of 
no small cofcern to me, and after reading 
your printed letter, my reflective powers 
condensed the results of my reading into 
the form sent to you in my first letter. I 


did not write with a view to publication, 
F 
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but on this question I thought it possible I 
might with great advantage sit at the feet, 
possibly, of a second Gamaliel; but the 
whole tenor of your correspondence compels 
me to stand upright in front of a prostrate 
Canon. 

You say your “arguments are in your 
book,” wherein you have “produced Scrip- 
tural authority of the amplest character for 
the faith which you have urged.” That 
you have quoted Scripture in abundance I 
readily grant, over which you have thrown 
the gloss and glamour of your word- 
painting most fascinatingly ; but where, in 
the passages you have produced, zs the one 
which upsets the conclusion given in the 
third division of my first letter? Until 
that be set aside, all the glosses on your 


Scriptural quotations, and all the argu- 
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ments of your book, constitute an utterly 
baseless fabric, resting on ‘“ maybes, possi- 
bilities, we would fain hope, it is probable, 
this word in Scripture is incorrectly trans- 
tated,” &c. &c., but you give us nothing 
more tangible than the private opinions of 
individuals, which, unsupported by Divine 
authority, are subversive of the best in- 
terests of the human soul. 

“Infallibility” and “triumphant criti- 
cism,” are words and things to which I do 
not lay the shadow of a claim. I am a 
simple learner in the school of Christ, 
ready to seize any additional scintillation 
of light that any child of God can shed 
upon me, but also, as far as in me lies, 
ready to reject and repel what is attempted 
to be foisted on the Word of God without 


His sanction. I would also say ez passant, 
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that such words are familiar to the lips of 
certain portions of the priesthood, but they 
are not yet familiar to the lips of the 
people. 

You say “you will forbear to charac- 
terise my conduct,” &c. (see letter dated 
April 17), but I will not forbear. Your 
letter published by Macmillan was sent to 
me: it was of the highest consequence it 
should be clearly understood. As one 
Christian gentleman writes to another, so | 
wrote to you, and I am most willing to 
leave the question with the public to decide 
whose of our correspondence is worthy of 
the Christian gentleman, and whose is 
somewhat below that high standard. 

There is possibly one point in which 
I may trespass beyond “the rules which 


regulate the intercourse of gentlemen,” and 
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that is, in the publication of this corre- 
spondence. Were this a matter that con- 
cerned myself alone, or had there been the 
least approach to a successful reply to my 
first letter, this correspondence would not 
have appeared ; but finding in your replies 
you rested on nothing but the private 
opinions of individuals, and that you did 
not even attempt to meet the decided 
obstacle I presented to the truth of your 
theories, and knowing that many thousands 
are reading your letter and believing it 
without question, I am ready to bear all 
the obloquy consequent on the said publi- 
cation, assured that if one only thereby be 
prevented from accepting your theories, it 
will be an infinite compensation for any 
obloquy I may be called upon to endure. 


Let me presume to sum up the teachings 
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of “Eternal Hope.” You dare not preach 
“Universalism :” that would not be accept- 
able to the Church. You acknowledge the 
possibility of the annihilation of some, 
because that harmonises with your theories; 
but your restitution and your annihilation 
do not occur at death, but at some period 
in the future ages, after “faith, imperfect 
here,” shall “have passed through the fires 
of Gehenna,” and shall “have been per- 
fected hereafter,” or, though repentance 
and faith shall have been entirely absent 
this side death, they shall be created here- 
after. But why do you not at once preach 
the doctrine of the Purgatory of the Roman 
Church ? If this be not the doctrine of 
Purgatory, what is it? It is the doctrine 
of “Eternal Hope,” z.e the doctrine of 


Purgatory under the glamour of a word- 
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picture, a new name; and it is a doctrine I 
am not prepared to believe the Church 
will accept, even when proclaimed with all 
the fascinating eloquence of a Canon of the 
Church of England. 

One point more, and my share in this 
correspondence must cease. I hold certain 
opinions, and 7am not ashamed of them; I 
give them first thoughts, and “second 
thoughts” too, and when so thought out, I 
stand by them. As, when a fully perfect 
bell is struck the air is resonant with its 
music, and its cadences linger pleasantly 
on the ear till lost in the long distance, so 
every teacher of what he believes to be 
true should strike no uncertain sound, and 
when struck, at all hazards (unless con- 
vinced of his error), he should maintain 


his ground, and should not shrink behind 
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the “absence of second thoughts ;” should 
not forget what is the true temper and 
calmness of the Christian controversialist : 
nor condescend to throw obloquy on his 
opponent; nor rattle the chains of pains 
and penalties of “my lawyer,” and the 
intimidating threat of “legal proceed- 
ings” (or what in other times would have 
been the lurid glare of an auto da fé), in 
the face of him who sees it is his duty to 
attempt the issue of an antidote to what he 
believes to be pernicious doctrines sown 
broadcast over English society, and cal- 
culated to do it irreparable evil. 

I have the honour to be, 

Dear Sir, 


Yours very obediently, 
J. RussELL EnpEan. 


The Rev. Canon Farrar, D.D. 


LONDON, 190, OXFORD STREET. 
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Sebastopol Trenches, and Five Months in 
THEM. By Colonel REYNELL Pack, C.B. With 
Coloured and Panoramic Illustrations. Demy 8vo, 
cloth, handsomely bound, 8s. 6d. 


“*A vivid description of the arduous and dangerous life of the 
combatants before the strong Russian positions. Jyéeresting and 
seasonable work.” —Court Fournal. 

“«The latest contribution to the history of the Russian War is 
one of considerable valuwe,and we wonder Colonel Pack’s most 
interesting narrative should not have been published before. ¢ 
2s a vigorously written and spirited addition to the Memoires pour 
Servi, of which the historian of the war will do well to avail him- 
self, and Mr. Kingslake will no doubt make free use of the 
excellent materials here provided. The get-up of the volumeis very 
effective, and reflects much credit on the publishers.” —Fohn Bull. 

“It certainly deserves the honours of print better than half the 
works that find emission from the prolific English press. Colonel 
Pack is at his best when hitting off the portrait of some celebrity. 
To the ardent young warriors at Aldershot we would recommend 
an attentive study of this volume. ”—G/ode. 

“* This plain narrative of a soldier's experience has been cont- 
piled from the notes taken by the late Colonel Pack during the 
progress of the most famous siege of later times. . . . The gallant 
Colonel speaks with ungrudging generosity of the many soldierly 
qualities of our gallant allies in the Crimea. But in justice to 
our own soldiers, he notes a marked difference in the practice of 
the two armies. .... An extraordinary instance is recorded of 
the excellent rifle practice of a Russian ermine hunter. A 
sergeant and a private of our army were judging their 
distance for firing from a loophole, which can have been 
hardly visible to the enemy. The caps of our men, however, 
protruded probably an inch or two, at the outside, above the 
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Sebastopol Trenches—CONTINUED. 


parapet. But that was enough to guide the practised hunters to 
their prey. A rifle shot from the enemy’s lines entered the 
narrow aperture, passed through the head of the sergeant and 
the throat of the private, killing them both on the spot. . . We 
wish that we had space to quote the author’s valuable remarks 
on ambulances and on various matters which may once more 
perhaps become to us of vital interest. But we have already 
said and quoted enough to show that this volume is one which 
cannot fail to amuse and instruct the soldier, the patriot, and 
that large class specified under the comprehensive heading of 
‘the general reader.’ Colonel Pack’s ‘notes’ are frank and 
shrewd and soldierlike ; and his family, in publishing them, have 
conferred an obligation on all 
‘‘Who list to hear our noble England's praise.” 

Financial Opinion. 


“It may be urged that this is a worn-out story, but it is so well 
and freshly told, and possesses, moreover, at the present crisis so 
strong an interest, that we gladly welcome its appearance. .. . 
The book is compiled from notes made onthe spot, and may, there- 
fore, be accepted as trustworthy evidence. How damning that 
evidence is to our system of military administration—if such a 
muddle can be called a system—the reader will see. . . We can 
testify from personal experience that there is no exaggeration in 
the above description. . . . Of the generals Colonel Pack is not 
sparing in criticism. . . . His criticisms, however, are valuable. 

. In addition to the professional criticism which affords so 
valuable a lesson to the authorities, his book contains many 
interesting details about daily life in the Crimea, &c. Some of 
these will be read with avidity at this time of warlike excitement. 
. ... The volume is well got up, and illustrated by some 
excellent panoramic sketches.” —7he Atheneum. 


Dinners at Home; How to Order, Cook, and 
SERVE THEM. By SHORT. Third Edition. The 
Recipes have been gathered from many sources and 
countries, and have been fully tested and approved 
by competent judges. Crown 8vo, handsomely bound 
in cloth, 5s. 

““The dainty and highly satisfactory recipes in these pages 
will be welcome in most households. A large choice given ; 
under the headings ‘Savoury Dishes’ and ‘Sweets’ the reader 
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will find a variety of inviting recipes which will tempt him to 
try the skill of his cook without loss of time. ‘Short’ has 
generously written some ‘ Hints’ to be specially studied in the 
kitchen, and promises to make every cook wiser and better who 
will exactly follow her instructions.” —/all Mall Gazette. 

“*The recipes are excellent, and the menus for a week most 
useful.” —Liverpool Albion. 

“The volume is handsomely prepared and bound. What is 
chiefly to be admired in it is, its eminently practical character, 
full of common sense, and valuable information on the pre- 
paration of meals, and on general household management. 
Pithy, useful chapters on the varieties and proportions of each 
separate course, rendering the book valuable and attractive.” — 
Lrish Times. 

“The work is excellently arranged, the directions clear and 
concise, and the binding very appropriate.” —/Vorthern Whig. 

“*This is a cookery book handsomely printed, admirably 
arranged, intended to enable mistresses of well-ordered house- 
holds to provide good dinners IN AN ECONOMICAL MANNER. 
This work ts specially designed to give the mistress of the household 
such znxformation as will enable her without her constant atten- 
dance in the kitchen, and with a cook of moderate pretensions, 
to have a thoroughly satisfactory dinner served at home. Ex- 
cellent hints for mistress and cook. Every lady of intelligence 
with this book ought to be able to provide an excellent dinner.” 
—Western Daily Mercury. 

‘“ Instructions clear and concise ; faithfully followed, the most 
satisfactory results are guaranteed.” —Court Fournal. 

** A large variety of recipes for each course from soups to 
dessert—several dishes not ordinarily described in books of 
cuisine are elaborately detailed. We can commend the book 
to all householders who value nice cooking.” —Belfast Mews 
Letter. 

‘Tt supplies ideas at once, and in a continuous form, upon 
the all-important subject of daily dinners. Both mistress and 
cook will find these hints pithy and instructive. We cordially 
recommend ‘ Dinners at Home.’—Saunders’ News Letter. 

“©The book will be appreciated by thousand of ladies who 
will secure for their husbands and families that most valuable 
aid to domestic happiness—‘a thoroughly satisfactory dinner at 
home.’”—Reading Mercury. 

“¢ Arrangement good, the writer is evidently an experienced 
culinary artiste.”-—Gristol Mercury. 
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Comfortable Words in Sickness and Suffering. 


One of the most useful books prepared for the Sick 
Room, and for the spiritual comfort of the invalid. 
Fcap 4to, large type. Cloth limp, Is. ; cloth extra, 
Is. 4d, 

‘It is a most beautiful book.” —Rev. Dr. G - 

“¢ Will be dearly prized in many a chamber of affliction. It 
is admirably arranged.” —Hand and Heart. 

“¢ Quality is of the best, and we can imagine this thin yolume 
of hopeful words from Scripture, and from many devout 
Christian hearts, will be a real comfort in chambers of weariness 
and pain. The large clear type and light weight of the book 
will in themselves be a recommendation.” —Christian World. 

“‘The perusal is likely to bring comfort and solace to the 
afflicted and distressed.” —Court Fournal. 

‘* A small quarto, elegantly printed in large type, especially 
suitable for the suffering or for the sick-room. It opens with 
two hymns, followed by ‘Comfortable Words,’ and * Precious 
Truths,’ calculated to excite both sympathy and comfort in the 
minds of the weak and distressed. Quotations of great beauty 
of thought and of expresssion.” — Western Daily Mercury. 


Prayers for Sick Children. 


Edited by a Clergyman. Demy 16mo, cloth, red 
edges, 15. 7% 


By Rev. DONALD D. MACKINNON, MA. 


Lapland Life: or Summer Adventures in the 
ARCTIC REGIONS. Second Edition. With Route 
Map, and beautifully illustrated from, original designs. 
Crown 8vo, cloth, 5s. 


“The Rey. D. D. Mackinnon has written about Lapland life 
in a genial spirit. His little volume will tempt many a tourist 
to ‘try’ Lapland.” —Atheneum. 

““We are glad to see that a good book, such as this is, has 
reached a second edition, and to have the opportunity of intro- 
ducing it to our readers. Mr. Mackinnon has given us good 
literary, good pictorial illustrations of the people. We em- 
phatically endorse his words.” —Vonconformist. 

““Mr. Mackinnon gives a lively account of a trip made last 
summer with his wife along the coast of Sweden, and northward 
as far as Quickjock.—Literary World. 
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Lapland Life—CONTINUED. 


“*The whole book is written in such a charmingly attractive 
and graceful style, without the slightest straining after effect, 
that the reader, whether he wills it or no, becomes so interested 
in the story that he finds it impossible to lay it down.” —Hert- 
Jordshire Mercury. 

“The book is well worth reading.” —Bristol Mercury. 

“CA very amusing and graphic account. Much curious in- 
formation is given respecting the habits of the strange and 
comparatively little known customs of the country. Mr. Mac- 
kinnon writes in a thoroughly genial fashion.” — 7%e Rock. 

““ We see a great deal of Lapland, and the way thither, from 
this entertaining volume. We recommend its perusal to any 
one interested in the subject.” —Mevws of the World. 

‘* Stirring account of a seven weeks’ ramble through the Lapp 
country.” —Sheffield Post. 

. .. ‘*We are very grateful for this volume. It describes 
happily and ably the main features of the country, its inhabitants 
and prospects, without the guide-book becoming merely a hand- 
book.” —Liverpool Albion. ' 


By T. LOUIS OXLEY. 
From Calais to Karlsbad. 


Crown 8vyo, cloth, illustrated, 2s. 6d. 

£*A striking and lively narrative. The work is well written, 
the style being simple and vigorous. In some clever verses 
‘Life in Karlsbad’ is comprehensively described.”—Leeds 
Mercury. 

‘¢ A distinct and vivid sketch.” —Monconformist. 

“Mr. Oxley is a pleasant companion along the route his little 
volume describes. . . . To intending tourists it has a special 
recommendation.” —/Vews of the World. 


By P. DE VILLIERS, M.D. 
The Signature of Gutenberg. 


With copies of the Signature and of the Indulgence 

on the back of which the Signature was written. A 

very remarkable discovery tn connection with the 
Inventor of Printing. Royal 8vo, 3s. 6d. 

‘* A few copies of Letters of Indulgence are highly prized by 

bibliographers as the earliest known examples of printing with 

movable type. . . . These are endorsed with a peculiar cypher 
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The Signature of Gutenburg—conTINUED. 


of which little account has commonly been taken, but which 
Dr. Villiers introduces to us as ‘The Signature of Gutenberg.’ ” 
—Atheneum. 

‘‘ This book, though caviare to the million, will be acceptable 
to bibliomaniacs.” —Bristol Mercury. 


By G. A. THRUPP. 
The History of Coaches. 


Demy 8vo, beautifully illustrated, cloth, 6s. 


‘Mr. Thrupp has very successfully narrated the history of 
coaches. But people who want to be able to distinguish between 
berlins, landaus, curricles, tilburies, broughams, phaetons, briskas, 
stanhopes, and many more, and to know why they were called 
by such names, will find full information here.”—Saturday 
Review, 

‘The volume is specially interesting to coach-builders, to 
antiquaries, or to anyone who wishes to know how the world 
has moved in the last four or five thousand years.” —Glasgow 
LHerald, 

‘‘Ts an important volume, an almost exhaustive book of 
reference on the subject of coaches.” —Christian World. 

“ A survey at once, historical and artistic, of carriages and 
carriage-building, from the dawn of history till now ...a 
volume for the coach-builder in the first instance, is rich in rare 
antiquarian details, set off by curious illustrations—a book of 
equal interest to the lover of old fashions, or the practical student 
of modern industries.” —Graphic. 

** An authentic history of the various traps in which man has 
driven since he first learned the noble art of coachmanship.”— 
Globe. 

“*Readers wishing for general or special information with 
‘regard to the art of coach-building, will do well to consult these 
pages.” —Pall Mall Gazette. 


Las Memorias and Vers de Societe. 

By A. F. A. W. Crown 8vo., I vol., cloth, 6s. 
By BARON CONWAY and J. RUSSELL ENDEAN. 
Lending unto the Lord: 


Or, Three days in the Life of Christian Furchtegot 
Gelbert, Poet and Professor in Leipsic University 
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Lending unto the Lord—continuep. 


Illustrated from original designs by the Hon. 
CHARLOTTE ELLIS. Royal 16mo., 3s. 


“*T hope ‘Lending unto the Lord’ will have the good effect 
of recommending the duty of Christian benevolence which it 
inculcates.”—His Grace the Archbishop of Canterbury. 

** An important work.”—ZHis Grace the Archbishop of York. 

‘* Lending unto the Lord’ is fitted to encourage such leading 
as is too rare, and, independently of this, to interest and please 
thoughtful Christian minds and hearts.” —¥ohn Cumming. 

“Tt is a delightful book.”—Rev. Donald Fraser, D.D. 

“** Tending unto the Lord’ is an interesting book. It is 
nicely written, and ought to prove popular in the circle of 
readers to whom it is addressed.” —Athencum. 

***TLending unto the Lord’ is a good book. The story 
brought the water into our eyes as we read it. It ought to sell 
by thousands. The narrative is calculated to foster that spirit of 
benevolence which is the glory of Christianity.” —Sword and 
Trowel. 

“Is a religious narration of an admirable and earnest Chris- 
tian. Prefixed is a remarkable and pretty hymn, by Julia B. 
Endean, at the age of 12. The volume would make a pretty 
Sunday present.” —Publishers’ Circular. 

‘‘This is an excellent little book, The incidents are deeply 
interesting, and convey an excellent moral.”—Court Journal. 

‘«This is a very delightful story, both as to its subject and the 
manner of telling. It is true, and will find interested readers 
among old as well as young. We can heartily commend the 
book on every account.” —Church Bells. - 

‘« This is a most interesting tale, excellently well and naturally 
rendered. It contains a poem written by Miss J. Bentall 
Endean, at the age of 12 years, remarkable for the psychological 
culture it reveals, and for command of the forms of verse.” — 
Bayswater Chronicle. 


BOOKS ON THE RUSSO-TURKISH WAR. 


Dame Europa’s Remonstrances and her 


Ultimatum. 
Thirteenth Edition. Crown 8vo, illustrated cover, 6. 


This is said to be one of the best and most calmly written 
pamphlets on the political condition of Europe. 
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Bulls and Bears. 
A Lay of London City, Foolscap 8vo, cloth, 1s. 6d. 


By ROBERT BLAKE. 


Joan of Arc: 
A Poem. Crown 8vo, toned cloth, 3s. 6d. 
‘The verse is harmonious, flowing and easy. The poem does 
honour to its author.” —.Szécle, 
“Very beautiful and highly poetical.” —Poet’s Magazine. 


Bye HENRY LOCKWOOD, Author of “Axel, and 
other Poems.” 


Sacred Lyrics. 
Super-royal, 16mo, toned, cloth, 4s. 6d. 


By DANIEL MOORE, M.A., Chaplain in Ordinary to 
the Queen, and Vicar of Holy Trinity, Paddington. 


Daily Devction: 

_ Or, Prayers Framed on the Successive Portions of the 
New Testament as Appointed in the New Lectionary, 
to which are added Forms of Prayer for a Fortnight, 
for Family or for Private Use. Large crown 8vo, 
cloth 6s. 

‘* An excellent compilation.” —Court Fournal. 

“*The book will be very useful for reading aloud, or for 
family prayers.” — Zhe Bookseller. 

‘* Well written, we strongly commend them as suitable to all 
families.” —Publishers’ Circular. 

“* A valuable aid to devotion.” —Westerz Daily Mercury. 


Christian Consolation. 
Or, Discourses on the Reliefs afforded by the Gospel 
under different States and Trials of the Christian 
Life. r2mo, cloth, 5s. 


Private Devotions for Girls. 
With Maxims and Rules of Conduct at Home and at 


School; with Suggestions for a Young Lady’s English 
Education. Royal 32mo, cloth, 6a 
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